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Focus Newsletter 

Upcoming Events 

Trunk or Treat 

Administrative Council Meeting 

Children’s Christmas Celebration 
rehearsals begin 

Jurisdictional Conference 

Lord’s Acre 

Trustee Meeting 

Wisdom Group Potluck 

Finance Committee Meeting 

Sisterhood Ladies Day Out 

Veteran’s Day 

Community Link Collection 

Endowment Committee Meeting

Sunday, October 23 

Sunday, October 30 

Sunday, October 30 - Sunday, 
December 11    

November 2 - November 5 

Saturday, November 5  

Monday, November 7 

Tuesday, November 8 

Tuesday, November 8 

Thursday, November 10 

Friday, November 11 

Saturday, November 12 

Monday, November 14 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

12:00 pm 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

6:45 pm 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

10:30 am 

10:00 am 

7:00 pm 

Lord’s Acre is just around the corner! Our annual fall fundraiser 

will be held on Saturday, November 5th from 10am - 3 pm. 

Donations for the auctions will be accepted on Monday, October 

24th through Friday, November 4th. Examples of 

items are  handmade items such blankets, quilts, jewelry, wreaths, and 

wood-carved items; new items such as bath & body work baskets, 

kitchen dishes, furniture, camping gear, pies, 

themed baskets (tea time, pets, movie night, Christ-

mas, etc.) New items are also needed for the Chil-

dren’s auction, such as new stuffed animals, Lego sets, puzzles, 

books, and dolls. If you have any questions about auction dona-

tions, please contact Jenny Cardenas.  

The Country Kitchen will be accepting donations of homemade 

baked goods for the bake sale. Items such as homemade cookies, 

brownies, snacks, jellies, etc. will be accepted (usually on the day 

of the auction).  



 These prayers have been shared with your church family.  Please help us lift these requests to 

the Lord.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Prayers for Charlotte. She is 13yrs old 

and on a ventilator. 

Prayers of healing for Mary Kirby 

Prayers for Stephanie Morgan. 

Prayers for Florida 

Prayers for safe travel for Lonie. 

Prayers for healing for Cora Mae 

Tompkins. She is in the hospital and 

had surgery. 

Prayers of healing for Fred Jordan. He 

went down on his motorcycle and is 

sore and bruised. 

Prayers for Steve & Carol. They lost 

their aunt, Mary Jean, yesterday. 

Prayers for Jean James's son, Greg. He 

is having shoulder surgery on 

Wednesday.  

Prayers for Joe and April Best on the 

death of his mother. 

Prayers for Larry & Ann Tompkins. 

Larry had a stroke. They are friends of 

the Cartmills.  

Prayers for Oran McMillin. He has 

been placed on hospice. 

Prayers for Hershel who had a stroke 

this morning. Friends of Diane 

Weaver. 

Continued prayers for the people of 

Ukraine. 

Prayers for the Bryan Mathes family on 

the passing of his brother Wayne. 

Prayers of healing for Jo Ann Avery. 

Prayers for Steve Ragsdale for health 

concerns. 

Prayers for Linda Strause for health 

concerns. 

Prayers for Gary Matthes, who has 

covid. 

Prayers for Oran McMillin. He has 

been placed on hospice. 

Prayers for David White's surgery 

tomorrow. 

Prayers for Lou Ann Pressler. She 

broke her ankle & had surgery.  

Continued prayers for Karen Horne 

after foot surgery. 

Prayers of joy for Brady and Lacey 

Newcomb on the birth of their son. 

 

 

Prayer List 
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From Pastor Ramon Smith—Saginaw UMC: A Caring Church 

We have all heard the old adage that “time is money.” It is 
another way of saying that our time is valuable.  Sometimes I 
feel there just isn’t enough time to accomplish all of my 
goals.  I know many other people feel the same way.  So, our 
goal as a worship team is to help lead the congregation in 
worshiping God during the most sacred and crucial hour of 
the week.  Over the last six months, we have gone past an 
hour more than some would desire.  Therefore, we will 
attempt to remain within a five-minute grace period.  Of 
course, there will be times when people join the church or 
when the unexpected happens during worship which may 

lengthen the service.  I am sure you would agree that we should always remain 
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Across our country, fewer people are attending church or participating in its 
ministries.   Why should people make attending church a priority or serve in any 
ministry capacity? After all, depending on your stage of life, you may have many 
competing interests and responsibilities.  Our jobs are where we spend the majority 
of our time.  Think about it. You may spend 35 to 55 hours a week at work.  We 
have to work to provide for our families and ourselves. We spend time driving 
children to their various extracurricular activities if you have children. If you work 
out or go to the gym, that is at least 5 hours a week.  In addition, we have household 
chores to complete. We all need sleep. So how much time is left?  
 
168  hours in a week  
40 work week  
49  hours of sleep 
21 hours of screentime (television, smartphones)  
17  hours of household chores  
10   hours eating and drinking  
10  hours purchasing goods and services  
14  hours caring for children  
5 hours of personal care 
5 hours commute  
1 hour doctor’s visits  
-4 hour remaining  
 
*Stats based on the US Bureau of Labor Statistics* 



Why should we come to church or serve in a ministry when faced with the challenges 

above?  First, we show up to show our love for God and the other members of the body 

of Christ.  Worship is a means of grace.  It means that the more we spend in the pres-

ence of God, the more we grow to look more like Jesus.  When we gather with others in 

the bible of Christ, we strengthen our bonds of love.  Growing in grace produces fruit in 

our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control.  What God is doing inside us shows up in how we treat our neighbors.  It 

means that we seek to do good deeds.  

 

What can the church do to address the challenges?  

• Church leadership (this includes the pastor) should adequately set expectations for 
the congregation regarding time spent on all church worship services, events, stud-
ies, and meetings.  (starting and concluding meets on time) 

 

• Prayerfully consider a universal meeting night and time for committees (for example, 
1st Tuesdays, 2nd Tuesdays, 3rd Tuesdays, 4th Tuesdays).  The rationale is that people 
who serve on multiple committees will not have to be at the church numerous times 
a week.  It also makes it easier to schedule childcare. 

 

• Provide childcare at all events and meetings so that the parents of children can par-
ticipate.  The rationale is that this would encourage participation from people with 
children.  

 

• Only meet when necessary. 

 

• Be open to using Zoom or Video Conferencing tools for people who don’t like to 
drive long distances at night or people who are physically unable to meet in person.  

 

• Keep administrative meetings to an hour. 

 

The church’s committees should have a robust discussion about the above suggestions.  

The church should consider the challenges facing those caught in a hectic work week 

and other competing responsibilities.  We must do everything we can to make church 

attendance and ministry participation accessible for people.  We all need to set aside 

time to participate in church ministries, meaning our time should be understood as a 

generous and sacrificial offering to God.   

        Peace and Blessings, Pastor Ramon Smith 

        



Youth Sunday School 

Youth will be diving into a new Bible Study series in October, entitled “Supporting Roles – 
Life Lessons from the Lesser-Known Characters in the Bible.” 

Every hero needs a sidekick! In movies and the theater, sidekicks 
fall into the category of “supporting roles”. These folks are the 
ones who support the main character without stealing the spot-
light. They are the ones who may provide guidance, grant wishes, 
or are there for a laugh. Though their parts may be small, they 
play a significant role! 

Youth will be exploring the lives of Hur, Jethro, Jabez, and Je-
hoshaphat – 4 characters in the Bible whose lives and influence 
may be looked at as a “supporting role”, but whose presence had 
a great impact on the outcome of the story!  

All youth in grades 7-12 are invited to join us each Sunday morning beginning at 9:45am 
in the Youth Room.  

Upcoming Events 

Oct. 23 – TRUNK OR TREAT!! – Youth are encouraged to wear a “fairy-tale” themed cos-
tume, if possible! We need youth volunteers to help with the Hayride, Cake-Walk, and Ga
-Ga Ball Pit Game. Youth are also sponsoring a trunk this year! Make plans to join us for a
great night of fun!

For more information on how to get connected to SUMC Youth Group, please contact 
Michelle Burkholder, Director of Youth Ministries at michelle@saginawumc.org.  

If you would like to receive updates and information about SUMC Youth, be sure to sign 
up for Remind. Here’s how: 

• If you have a smartphone, you can receive push notifications – on your iPhone or An-
droid phone open your web browser and go to the following link: rmd.at/sumcyou
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the
mobile app.

• If you do not have a smartphone, you can receive text messages. Text the message
@sumcyou to the number 81010

mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org




  A HUGE thank you to those of you who have donated 
candy for our Trunk or Treat! 

Upcoming Children’s 
Events 

Sunday, October 23 

Trunk or Treat 4:00 pm 
- 6:00 pm. There will be 
a bounce house, a hay 
ride and plenty of 
CANDY. Bring a friend! 

 

Sunday, October 30  

Rehearsals for the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Cele-
bration begins. 4:00 pm 
- 4:45 pm Sundays 
through December 11. 

 

Sunday, December 18 
(Mark your calendars!) 

Children’s Christmas 
Celebration at 4:30 pm. 

 



The Methodist Men held a special 
monthly breakfast on October 8 to hon-
or those at both SUMC and White’s 
Chapel for their hard work on the chil-
dren’s wing renovation. As a token of 
appreciation, SUMC Methodist Men 
presented White’s Chapel Methodist 
Men with a portable table saw that they 
can use as they continue their ministry 
of helping churches with remodeling 
projects. Many thanks to the kitchen 
crew for preparing and serving a won-
derful breakfast! 

The Methodist Men also purchased a 
Thank You sign that is available to be 
used by our groups and at our events. 

 

 

Important Update! 

The Men’s retreat that was scheduled 
for November has been postponed due 
to calendar conflicts. A new date will be 
scheduled for the spring. It will be com-
municated as soon as that date is final-
ized. 

 

A pellet grill was purchased and donated to 
the Lord’s Acre auction. Check it out in the 
fellowship hall and get ready to bid on 
November 5th! 

 

 



tragedy. With a nation divided by Civil 
War and his family torn apart, Henry 
puts down his pen, silenced by grief. 
But it's the sound of Christmas 
morning that reignites the poet's lost 
voice as he discovers the resounding 
hope of rekindled faith. 

 

 

 
Community Link 

The Sisterhood continues to sponsor 
this very worthy mission.  They are in 
need of peanut butter, crackers, jelly, 
canned vegetables & fruits, rice, beans, 
instant potatoes, pastas,  ramen 
noodles, spaghetti sauce, flour, sugar, 
hygiene products, toothbrushes & 
paste, shampoos/conditioners, 
washing powders & fabric softeners, 
toilet paper and other non-
perishables.  We collect donations at 
their location, 300 S. Belmont St. The 
dates for the remainder of the year are  
November 12 and December 3. 

The next Ladies Day Out is scheduled for  
Thursday, November 10th.  We will leave 
the fellowship hall at 10:30am and drive to 
Grapevine.  We’re hoping to check out their 
Christmas decorations and have lunch.  If 
you would like to join us please let Shirley 
Stephens know at  (817) 683-5289 . 

 

We are sponsoring a special Ladies Night 
Out on Thursday, Dec 1st, 7-8:30 pm at the 
AMC 14 Theater in Lake Worth to see I 
Heard the Bells. We will meet at the 
fellowship hall and leave about 
6:30pm.  We will either take the van or 
drive together. If you’re interested in going 
or no longer drive at night but want to go, 
just let Shirley Stephens know.  

                                     

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day is a 
Christmas carol based on the 1863 poem 
“Christmas Bells” by American poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow.  The song tells of 
the narrator hearing the Christmas bells 
during the American Civil War, but 
despairing that “hate is strong and mocks 
the song of peace on earth, good will to 
men”.  After much anguish and 
despondency, the carol concludes with the 
bells ringing out with resolution that “God 
is not dead, nor doth He sleep”.  Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow leads an idyllic 
life...until the day his world is shattered by 
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Focus Newsletter Schedule 

The Focus Newsletter a monthly publication of Saginaw United Methodist Church. The next publication 

will be in November with submissions due to office@saginawumc.org by October 24th. Visit 

saginawumc.org/contact-us/email-sign-up/ to sign up to receive the newsletter by email and to receive 

special e-news blasts. 

Facebook.com/saginawumc 

Sunday Morning Worship in person and online 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

www.saginawumc.org  817.232.0390 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


