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The Focus Newsletter a monthly publication of Saginaw United Methodist Church. The next publication 

will be August 2nd with submissions due to office@saginawumc.org by July 27th. Visit 

saginawumc.org/contact-us/email-sign-up/ to sign up to receive the newsletter by email and to receive 

special e-news blasts. 
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Office Hours Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
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Upcoming Events 

UMM Breakfast     Saturday, July 10th 8:00 am 

Sisterhood Collection for Community Link Saturday, July 10th 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Newsletter Folding     Tuesday, August 3rd 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Sisterhood Collection for Community Link Saturday, August 7 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Sisterhood Ladies Day Out   Thursday, August 12 10:45 am - 2:00 pm 

Blessing of the Backpacks   Sunday, August 15th 11:00 Service 

3rd-5th Grade Bible Camp   September 17-18   

15th Annual Women’s Retreat   September 17-19 

UMM Golf Tournament    Friday, September 24th 12:00 pm 

UMM Annual Retreat    November 12-14 



Prayers for the family and friends of Charles 
Wheeler after his passing on June 6th. 

Prayers of continued healing for Dr. Jay Beavers 
who is home recovering after successful surgery. 

Continued prayers of healing for Betty Young 
after surgery on Monday, May 24th. 

Prayers for Charles Williams, son of Betty 
Williams, who went to the hospital June 2nd and 
has received a pacemaker. 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Betty 
Williams who passed away Thursday, May 27th 
surrounded by her family. 

Prayers of healing for Tim Kret after successful 
surgery. 

Prayers of good health for Norma English. 

Prayers for the continued recovery of those who 
have recently had surgery. 

Prayers for Kathey and Scott Youngblood after 
the passing of Kathey's mother, Charlie Krueger, 
on Wednesday, June 9th.  

Prayers for the family of Faye Dell Bicknell after 
her passing at 12:45 am on June 15th. 

These prayers have been shared with your church family.  Please help us lift these requests to 

the Lord. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Prayers for Joyce Byrd who has suffered a broken 
hip after a fall. 

Prayers for the family of Noni Diltz, aunt to Donna 
Anderson, who passed away Friday morning at the 
age of 99 years young. 

Prayers of peace and strength for Linda White, a co
-worker of Kim Birkner, whose 28-year-old 
daughter passed away. Prayers for the family as 
Linda raises her grandson. 

Prayers for the family of Sue Luckeydoo, 
stepmother to Lee Dreese, who passed away 
Friday, June 18th after battling ovarian cancer. 

Prayers for Carmen Kunselman for recovery from 
back surgery. 

Prayers for the family of Troy Gilbert, Great Uncle 
of Charity Dragna, who passed away on June 20th 
at the age of 94. 

Prayers for healthy recovery for Laurene 
McLaughlin who had surgery on July 1st  

Prayers for Courtney Reed who is in treatment for 
cancer. 

Prayer List 



Connection Opportunities (cont.) 

Ladies Day Out 

Ready for a break from the heat? Join the Sisterhood on 
Thursday, August 12th for a visit to the Kimbell Art Mu-
seum and lunch.  We’ll leave the church parking lot at 
10:45 in the church van and view the free dis-
plays.  We’ll enjoy a  gourmet lunch ($10-$12) and re-
turn no later than 2pm. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or would 
like to sign up for the outing.  Jean King (817) 556-7942 

Men’s Bible Study  

We meet in room C-20 and via zoom each Tuesday at 
7:00 pm and any man interested may contact Rev. Dr. 
Scott Youngblood, scott@saginawumc.org. 

Stephen Ministers available during COVID19  

If you would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, 
please let us know by contacting Donna Ander-
son, Director of Stephen Ministry, stephenminis-
try@saginawumc.org 817-269-5919.  Although these 
calls may be or      different from a Stephen Ministry 
caring relationship, confidentiality aspects still apply, 
making it easier to share sensitive information or diffi-
cult feelings. 

Adopt a Grandparent Program 

We are so happy to be starting this program!  Our moti-
vation is for younger and older members in our congre-
gation to get acquainted. Until social distancing is over, 
this could involve sending of cards and notes back and 
forth.  It could be phone conversations including Face 
Time, if possible. Many of us already have grandchil-
dren and the children already have grandparents, but 
this would be “bonus” relationships.  In the future there 
could be a get together at a park, or out for ice cream, 
etc. 

Depending on the comfort zone of the children and par-
ents, this could involve parents as well.  Our vision is 
for the match ups to last a year.  At that time we would 
make new groups. 

We hope you will consider participating in this pro-
gram! 

Jean James   jajameswis@sbcglobal.net 

Charity Dragna children@saginawumc.org 

Sisterhood Updates on Women’s Ministry at SUMC 

Community Link 

We're moving the next collection date to Saturday, Ju-
ly 10th due to the holiday.  We will be at CL's location, 
300 S Belmont St, 10-11am.  You can go to their website 
to see what they are needing and they are accepting 
bags now. They need peanut butter, flour, sugar, rice, 
instant potatoes, cereals, Mac n Cheese, kid’s pastas, 
crackers, can meats, can vegetables, cans of fruit and 
fruit bowls. Toiletries, toothbrush & paste, soap, toilet 
paper, washing powder, fabric softeners, diapers, fem-
inine hygiene products and anything else you can 
think of that they might need.  The next donation date 
is Aug 7th.  Thank you for your generous spirit.  

15th Annual Women’s Retreat 

Ladies, you can now start signing up for our 
15th Annual Retreat to Waco, Sept 17-19, 2021. Hard to 
believe it’s just around the corner.  Belia Thompson 
and her team will lead us in our study.   Debbie Wade 
will lead us in Pilates for those who want to partici-
pate and your committee is making plans for us to 
check out all the cool things going on there. We hope 
you will feel comfortable joining us.   

We will be staying at the Hampton Inn & Suites South. 
If you would like a registration form just let Shirley 
know.  Also, you can pay on the church's website. If 
you want to write a check please make it out to SUMC 
and on the memo line put Women's Retreat.  The cost 
is $150.00. The last day for signup and paying is Sun-
day, Aug 29th. If you have any questions contact 
Shirley Stephens, 817 683-5289.  

Ronald McDonald House 

We're still collecting pull tabs for the Ronald McDon-
ald House in Fort Worth. Parents and families are able 
to rest at the RMD while their children are at Cooks 
Children's Hospital receiving treatment. You can bring 
your pull tabs to our Community Link donations or 
you can bring them to church on Sundays.  We have 2 
buckets located by the open doors for you to put them 
in. Thank you for helping in this worthy mission.  

mailto:scott@saginawumc.org?subject=Men's%20Bible%20Study
mailto:jajameswis@sbcglobal.net
mailto:children@saginawumc.org


Connection Opportunities 

Samaritan Class invites any adults to join us Sunday 
Mornings:  

9:45am – 10:00am for Prayer and Share time  
10:00am – 10:45am for adult Bible fellowship (Live)  

Or by Zoom  
ZOOM MEETING ID: 730 753 4881  

PW: 704 664 

July 4 Lesson 
Showers of Blessings – The Holy Spirit Comes 

July 11 – September 12 Lessons: 
Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Com-
mandments Today  
by Adam Hamilton 

What if the Ten Commandments were not just a set of 
ancient rules, but a guide to experiencing the good life 
today? 
Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, 
the list of “thou-shalt-nots” found in the Bible. Jesus saw 
these commandments not as onerous burdens, but as 
guideposts to help us experience a good and beautiful 
life. These ten ancient “words” were given to us by a 
loving God who longed to set safe boundaries, create 
order out of chaos, help communities live peacefully, 
and protect us—often from ourselves. 
In this book of Scripture and inspiration, bestselling au-
thor Adam Hamilton brings modern eyes to the most 
important set of ethics in history. He considers the com-
mandments in their historical context, considering the 
meaning of each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking 
how Jesus reinterpreted them, and showing how every 
thou-shalt-not was intended to point to a life-giving 
“thou shalt.” He also explores how the latest research in 
science and psychology illuminates these command-
ments, rightly understood, as a way of ordering one's 
life beautifully in the present day. In a culture marked 
by workaholism, materialism, and social media-driven 
envy, God has given us a time-tested path that leads to 
gratitude, confidence, and peace.  

Saginaw Water Project  

The people we help express heartfelt gratitude and ap-
preciation to Saginaw UMC for this assistance with a 
basic necessity of life…clean water for their family dur-
ing an especially difficult time. It is my prayer that we 
can continue to provide this gift.  

Bless you and prayers for spring, - Karen 

Women of Grace 

Janet Page and Susie Rhoades have been praying 
about starting a new class for women.  It is called 
"Women of Grace". They meet in C2 on Sundays at 
9:45, located by the Blue Bonnet door and Memorial 
Garden in the adult classroom wing.  You are invited 
to join them and bring a friend to share with.  We ask 
that you pray for this group. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Janet Page, 210 846-5306 or Susie 
Rhoades, 765 748-0272.  

Methodist Men 

Big thanks to Jerry Avery, Orlando Martinez, Don 
King, Tom Griffith, Scott Youngblood, Dale Pontius, 
Jay Beavers, Gary Pedersen, Bob Pressler, and Lenny 
Moore for the hard work on Saturday, June 12.  The 
guys replaced 3 neon light fixtures, replaced burned 
out bulbs in the sanctuary, did prep work to replace a 
toilet in the men’s bathroom by the office, and re-
placed a light fixture over the basketball court. 

The UMM also helped decorate the church for July 4th 
and served the patriotic lunch on July 4th after the 
11:00 service. 

The Annual Elmer & Claire Watson Memorial Golf 
Tournament sponsored by SUMC Methodist Men will 
be Friday, September 24th at the Golf Club at The Re-
sort.  Opportunities for players and hole spon-
sors.  Registration 11:00 - 1:00 and tee off at 1:00 with a 
shot gun start.  Prizes.  Hamburger BBQ on the patio 
after golf. 

The Methodist Men’s annual retreat is scheduled for 
Friday, November 12 to Sunday, November 14 at Lake 
Murray, OK.  All men of the church are wel-
come.  More details to follow.  
 

The next Methodist Men’s breakfast and projects will 
be Saturday, July 10th.  We will meet at  8:00 AM for a 
great breakfast at JR’s and go to the church to work on 
the projects that Orlando has asked for help with. 

 
Lord’s Acre 2021 
Mark your calendars!   Lords Acre 2021!    

Saturday, November 6th, 2021.   Details to come. 



Memorials/Honorariums 

Given to the Endowment Fund 

In Memory of Donna Vineyard 

Given by Don and Jean King 

Given by Dale and Londa Pontius 

In Memory of Betty Williams 

Given by Don and Jean King 

Given by Wayne and Ashley Owen 

Given by Dale and Londa Pontius 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Wayne and Ashley Owen 

Given by Dale and Londa Pontius 

Given by Bob and Lou Ann Pressler 

In Memory of Charlie Krueger 

Given by Tim and Jane Ann Kret 

Given to the General Budget 

In Memory of  Donna Vineyard 

Given by Jimmy and Barbara Henley 

Given to the Kitchen Restoration 

In Memory of  Betty Williams 

Given by George and Linda Allison 

Given by Bonnie Dodyk 

Given by Tim and Jane Ann Kret 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Tim and Jane Ann Kret 

Given to the Youth Mission/Camps 

In Memory of  Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Bonnie Dodyk 

Given by Tom and Karen Jumes 

Given by Don and Jean King 

Given by Jerry and Terry Timms 

Given by Dave and Diane Wheeler 

In Memory of Charlie  Krueger 

Given by Jerry and Terry Timms 

Given to the Memorial Fund 

In Memory of  Betty Williams 

Given by Sue Banfield 

Given by Jay and Millie Beavers 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

Given by Susan Hidy 

Given by Linda Johnson 

Given by Ray and Juanita Jordan 

Given by Clarence and Janet Standley 

In Memory of  Dr. Alfonso Adrian Cardenas 

Given by Jon Ed and Frankie Robbins 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Gary and Donna Anderson 

Given by Sue Banfield 

Given by Susan Hidy 

Given by Jon and Frankie Robbins 

In Memory of Linda Johnson 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

In Memory of Charlie Krueger 

Given by Jimmy and Barbara Henley 

In Memory of Belia Thompson’s sister 

Given by Jimmy and Barbara Henley 

In Memory of  Donna Vineyard 

Given by Sue Banfield 

Given to the Saginaw Water Project 

In Memory of  Donna Vineyard 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of  Betty Williams 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of Faye Dell Bicknell 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of Belia Thompson’s sister 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of Marta 

Given by Linda Dumis 

In Memory of Charlie Krueger 

Given by Linda Dumis 



Given to the Community Link Mission 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

In Memory of Betty Williams 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

In Memory of Barbara Mitchell 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

In Memory of Charlie Krueger 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

Given to the Children’s Ministry 

In Memory of Faye Dell Bicknell 

Given by Bicknell Family 

In Memory of Sue Luckydoo 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

 

Given to the Music Ministry 

In Memory of Charlie Krueger 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

Given to the Worship-Media Fund 

In Memory of  Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Jay and Millie Beavers 

In Memory of  Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Jimmy and Barbara Henley 

Given to the Honorarium Fund 

In Honor of Orlando Martinez 

Given by Clarence and Susan Hidy 

Given to the Quilters Fund 

In Memory of Betty Williams 

Given by Tom and Karen Jumes 

Given to the Memorial Garden 

In Memory of Donna Vineyard 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

Given by Jerry and Terry Timms 

In Memory of  Belia Thompson’s sister 

Given by Don and Jean King 

In Memory of Wayland Jordan 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

In Memory of Betty Williams 

Given by Joyce Spindor 

In Memory of Chuck Wheeler 

Given by Joyce Spindor 

In Memory of Faye Dell Bicknell 

Given by Ginda, Virginia & Justin Abraham 

and Monica L’Hommedieu 

Given by George and Linda Allison 

Given by Gary and Donna Anderson 

Given by Sue Banfield 

Given by Gerald and Dottie Barnes 

Given by Bicknell Family 

Given by Jesse Bicknell 

Given by Timothy and Janelle Bicknell 

Given by Wanda Blount 

Given by Adrian and Jenny Cardenas 

Given by Nicole Casey 

Given by Kathryn Cole 

Given by Reatha Compton 

Given by John and Elaine Craft 

Given by Jackie Cummins 

Given by Jeff and Terry Eaton 

Given by Daniel and Robbie Fails 

Given by Jimmy and Barbara Henley  

and Pam and Shane 

Given by Bill and Lois Horton 

Given by Tom and Karen Jumes 

Given by Don and Jean King 

Given by Tim and Jane Ann Kret 

Given by Sidney and Karen Lotz 

Given by Betty McCann 

Given by Dale and Londa Pontius 

Given by Ben and Brenda Ratky 

Given by Martha Schipf 

Given by Joyce Spindor 

Given by Rick and Tracy Spindor 

Given by Leora Tasker 

Given by Jerry  and Terry Timms 

Given by Charles and Georgia Walton 

 

 

Memorials/Honorariums (Cont.) 



Children’s Ministry 
Saginaw Summer Camp 

Thank you to our volunteers, staff, and participants 
who were able to join us for our Saginaw Summer 
Camp!  We had a great time gathering for dinner, 
fellowship, games,  and Shawn Bell’s Happy Hips. 
The Children’s Ministry hopes to continue this as a 
tradition each year, for one night, to kick off the 
summer and bring families and the church together. 

 

Youth Mission Snack Drive 

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Youth 
Mission Trip Snack Drive.  Our congregation is 
amazing, generous, and kind.  The youth were truly 
amazed at how much their church family supports 
them in their endeavors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:30 - 12:00 : Nursery available for infants– 3 years 

9:45 - 10:45: Sunday School for all ages every Sunday  

11:00: Wee Worship for Preschool - 1st grade, after 

Children’s Moment.  (No Wee Worship on the 

first Sunday of the month as we encourage 

families to take Holy Communion together.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are in the middle of our Summer of Kindness and 

each week in Sunday School we are discussing a 

different story from the bible and discussing how we 

can be kind to others and acknowledge how others are 

kind to us.  So far we have talked about how Kindness is 

Welcoming, Compassionate, and Caring.   

Don't forget to participate in Kindness Bingo this 

summer. In the first five bingos, children can bring their 

sheets and receive a prize for each bingo. After five 

bingos, they are encouraged to try for a blackout, after 

which they will receive an SUMC kids shirt.  

Volunteers Needed 

We are in need of volunteers for our summer Sunday 
School now that we have moved to two classes. All 
volunteers must by Ministry Safe current. You can 
view the dates needed at https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C45ABAF2FABFF2-
summer1 or email Charity Dragna at 
children@saginawumc.org. Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration to serving the children.  

 

Upcoming Events: (stay tuned for more information) 

• Back to School Bash in August 

• Blessing of the Backpacks - August 15th 

• Acolyte Training (3rd - 6th grade) 

• 3rd grade bible presentation 

• Glen Lake Bible Camp for 3rd - 5th graders - 

September 17-18 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C45ABAF2FABFF2-summer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C45ABAF2FABFF2-summer1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C45ABAF2FABFF2-summer1
mailto:children@saginawumc.org?subject=Sunday%20School%20Volunteer


Youth Ministry 
Electronic Fundraiser Update 

The wait is finally over! After several weeks of collecting elec-

tronics, office equipment, old power tools, and a variety of 

household goods we bid farewell to these items recently as 

Bubb Fundraising loaded up and took away all of our dona-

tions.  

Now, for the BEST part! Thanks to your incredible support of 

this fundraiser and your generosity in donating your unwanted 

items, The Sisterhood and Youth Ministries received over $1100 

as payment for these items! Can we get an “AMEN”! 

Not only did SUMC help support two incredible ministries, but 

you also did your part in being a good steward of this beautiful 

planet. All items are remarketed, recycled or properly disposed 

of.  

Monies raised will go towards helping to reduce the cost of such 

things as Women’s Retreat and Simply Divine Dinners as well 

as various Mission Trip expenses including van rentals and gas.  

If you missed this opportunity to clear out your attics, garages 

or closets, do not despair! We WILL be holding this fundraiser 

again! So start gathering your items and stay tuned for future 

collection dates.  

A heartfelt THANK YOU to our Saginaw UMC Family! We are 

truly grateful.  

Celebrations 

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  

Psalm 118:24 

Recently, SUMC Youth celebrated and welcomed our newest 

youth members to our Youth family! We took some time to 

share some “facts” about ourselves and discovered what we 

have in common with one another. It was a packed house and a 

night full of fun!  

However, why stop there? There is always something we 

can celebrate! Even in the midst of hard times. Welcoming 

each new day is a celebration in itself, I believe! One of my 

favorite celebrations is BIRTHDAYS! It has been a while 

since we have had a Birthday celebration…Youth Style. 

So, on July 25th we will start up our quarterly birthday 

celebrations. We will be celebrating all those youth with 

birthdays in June, July and August. Please join us for cake, 

ice cream and some old-fashioned birthday games up in 

the Youth room beginning at 5:00pm. We will continue 

with our Fall, Winter and Spring birthdays during each of 

those seasons. Be sure to stay tuned for dates and times to 

come your way!  

The G.O.S.P.E.L. 

SUMC Youth will be diving into a new study series enti-
tled “LIFE IN 6 WORDS” by Dare 2 Share Ministries. This 
study will guide us through six key truths found in the 
word GOSPEL - God. Our. Sin. Payment. Everyone. Life.  
 
Each week we will unpack one of the letters, what it repre-
sents, and the Biblical truth behind it. As we dig deeper 
into Scripture, we will look at how we can apply these 
truths to our lives, to our relationship with God and to the 
world around us.  
 
The hope is that by the end of the study we will all have a 
better understanding of The Gospel and will be better 
equipped to share The Good News. I am super excited 
about this study! I hope that you all make plans to join us. 
All youth in grades 7-12 are invited to join us each Sunday 
morning beginning at 9:45am in the Youth room.  
If you would like more information on how to plug in, 
please contact Michelle Burkholder 
(michelle@saginawumc.org).  
 
What’s Up With “What’s Up Wednesdays”? 

“What’s Up Wednesdays” began about two years ago as a 
request from youth to connect with one another mid-week 
during the school year. It offers youth a space to come and 
work on homework, play a game or simply hang out and 
catch up. It is very low-key, without any organized or 
planned activities. As the summer descends upon us and 
we all head out in different directions, we will put this 
weekly gathering on “pause” for now. What’s Up 
Wednesdays will resume July 25th and will continue 
throughout the school year. W.U.W. is held from 5:30-
7:00pm in the Youth room.  For more information, please 
contact Michelle Burkholder (michelle@saginawumc.org).  

mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org
mailto:michelle@saginawumc.org


From Pastor Ramon Smith 

I hope and pray that all is well with you and your loved ones. I am excited about serving as your pastor and serving the 

community. I am a native Mississippian. I was raised by my mother, Deborah Bracey, who was an educator for over 

thirty years and became a United Methodist Local Pastor after retirement from the school system. I graduated from Mis-

sissippi State University. I am still over the moon with happiness due to our recent championship win at the College 

World Series. I met my wife, Gabrielle, during my first year of seminary and her second year of law school at Southern 

Methodist University. I was ordained in the Central Texas Conference in 2011. I have over 15 years of ministry experi-

ence. Gabrielle and I have two children RJ, eight, and Isabelle, five. In the next couple of paragraphs, I will share things 

that I plan to do as your pastor.    

I will learn and honor the history, tradition, and cultural context of the Saginaw United Methodist Church and mission 

field. I have been living in the Saginaw/Fort Worth area since 2009. I remember the days before the two new Krogers 

when those areas were just fields. I used to play basketball in Willow Creek Park before my knees began to disagree 

with me. I have eaten breakfast at J.R.'s and gotten my haircut at three of the local barbershops. I am excited about get-

ting to know you better and getting to know the newcomers to the community.  

I will lovingly lead the church through the lingering effects of COVID-19 and the outcomes of the General Conference. 

Brighter days are ahead of us, and I look forward to leading Saginaw United Methodist Church into a bright future. The 

mission field is full of people who desperately need to experience the love of Jesus Christ. The good news is that Sagi-

naw United Methodist Church is in this booming mission field.  

I will lead the church in understanding and carrying out our Christian duty to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of their lives, church, community, and the world. How do I plan to do it? Effective pastoral leadership 

begins with having a healthy relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus is my Lord and Savior, and I desire to grow in grace 

and live and love more like Jesus each day. Therefore, I strive to serve and lead like Jesus. Secondly, I would build 

healthy relationships with staff, members of the administrative council, influential community members, and congre-

gants who attend online or in-person. It will require one-on-one time, creating space to engage directly with people in 

small groups, and providing pastoral care in times of crisis and loss. While the gospel is the same, the ministry is con-

textual. I want to learn their stories and the stories about the church. I cannot lead a church into the future without un-

derstanding its past and its current circumstances. Third, I will lead the church by addressing the spiritual needs of the 

church members, attendees, and members of the community through passionate worship and relational discipleship for 

the different ages and stages of life. Additionally, our goal will be to help people discover their calling and equip them 

for ministry. Fourth, to build a great church, we all need to share the load, so the expectation is that disciples make more 

disciples.  

I will lead the church in pursuing excellence in all our ministries. That means working with the administrative council 

and ministry areas to develop standards of excellence. The idea is to invite people to experience and participate in three 

hours of excellence per week: worship, small group/bible study, and missions. By the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I be-

lieve clergy, staff, and laity volunteers will plan and execute the most engaging, inspirational, transformational, and im-

pactful hour. All our resources should support this goal. By the grace of God, we will pursue excellence in person and 

online. Consequently, having a robust online experience will be necessary even in a post-COVID-19, which means offer-

ing online worship, classes, and other content specifically geared towards the online worshiping community.  

Lastly, I am passionate about preaching, worship planning, and discipleship. I enjoy working with teams in these areas. 

I love mentoring new preachers and developing new leaders. Visioning for the future and ordering the life of the church 

are things that I find exciting and rewarding. I look forward to seeing you in worship and please invite others.  Thank 

you again for this wonderful opportunity to serve this church and community. You are a great church and I am blessed 

to be your pastor. 

Grace and Peace,  

 Pastor Ramon F. Smith  



Choir 

Greetings from the SUMC choir!  During the month of 
July our choir will rehearse on Sunday mornings at 
10:15 am in the Sanctuary as we prepare familiar an-
thems for Worship. If you’ve ever considered singing 
with us, we would LOVE to have you!  Please reach 
out to Shawn Bell if you are interested at 
shawn@saginawumc.org.  

Ushers 
 
Would you like to serve our church?  Is your time 
limited? I have the perfect position for you and we 
don’t have meetings.  Being an Usher is an important 
part of our church.  You are usually the first person 
they meet.  You greeting them with a smile and wel-
coming spirit means so much to someone coming in 
for the first time.  We need several for the 8:30 and 
11am services.  If you are thinking about this but 
want information, please contact Shirley Stephens, 
817 683-5289.  It’s an easy position and the best 
part… you’re already at church.  

Dr. Scott’s Thoughts 

It has been a joy and privilege to serve as your Interim Senior Pastor for the last 3 months.  My goal has been to 

prepare the congregation for the coming of our new Senior Pastor Ramon Smith.  This has been my second oppor-

tunity to serve as an Interim Senior Pastor in the last eight months.  I was Senior Pastor at St. Barnabas UMC from 

1996 to 2004.  I was excited at the prospect to see the many friends we made in those years.  However, the congre-

gation never met in person during the entire 3 months I was there.  

In light of that experience it was so wonderful to serve at our home church Saginaw UMC as we returned to in 

person attendance.   

As people have received their vaccinations, more and more members and some guests have returned to worship 

at 8:30 or 11:00 am.  We will continue to offer online worship even after everyone feels safe to return for those who 

are sick or homebound (and what a wonderful way to stay connected even while you are on vacation). 

In response to those who have asked, Pastor Ramon has asked me to stay on as Associate Pastor.  I will return to 

assisting in worship, leading Bible Study by Zoom and as all staff “other duties as assigned.”  May God continue 

to bless our family – Saginaw United Methodist Church. 

Hello SUMC family! My name is Tammy Stallcup, and I am your lay leader for this year. My husband, Kent and I 

joined SUMC the summer before COVID hit, so there are many of you whom I have not met. It is my hope and pray-

er that this will change in the next year. Please, know that I want to provide you with a listening ear in regards to 

your joys, concerns and ideas for the life of SUMC as well as being a guide to how best to share your heart with 

church leadership. A text message is the best way to get in touch with me (432-559-9280). I teach middle school choir 

at Highland in EMS, so during the school year, evenings and weekends are the best time for me to focus elsewhere. I 

am sure you are as excited as I am for Pastor Ramon and his family to be joining us soon. During some of our lay 

leadership training, one idea that resonated with me was that we should consider our new pastor and family to be 

guests in our home at SUMC during this time of transition. I know that the welcome we received when we 1st visited 

was why we decided to make Saginaw our church home. I pray that we will all be filled with grace, compassion, 

wisdom and patience as we work together to renew SUMC’s commitment to be the hands, feet, heart and “welcome” 

of Jesus in our community.  

Lay Leader Message 

mailto:shawn@saginawumc.org


Little Blessings is excited to announce registration has begun for the next school year and spots are fill-

ing up fast!  Just a wonderful thing to see after such a difficult year.  Our best form of advertisement is 

YOU spread the word, or if you see someone ask about a preschool in the area on your neighborhood 

Facebook pages send them our way. 

Little Blessings is a preschool ministry of Saginaw United Methodist church.  It is a Tuesday/Thursday 

school from 9am - 2pm, for ages 18 months to 4 year old PreK.   

 

For more information you can check out our page on the church website www.saginawumc.org  You 

can also obtain an enrollment packet there as well or pick one up in the church.  If you have any ques-

tions you can also contact Shelley at  817-232-4380 or  shelley@saginawumc.org  

 

There will be some changes this year at LB.  During this year and a half, I have decided to change ca-

reers. This was not an easy decision; I have spent the last 20 years working in some capacity at Little 

Blessings as well as for the church.  I have loved all the friendships that I have made over these years, 

and I have also loved watching students grow up to be wonderful adults.  This school means so much 

to me, I love everything about it!  It is a wonderful ministry of this church that will continue for years to 

come!  If it can survive a pandemic it will thrive for years!   

With all this being said, the Little Blessings preschool board will be meeting, and will be accepting ap-

plications to have a new director in place before the new school year.  I ask that you continue to lift this 

ministry up in your prayers as we look for someone to continue to love this school as much as I do but 

will bring their own creative spin to it.  Thank you for all the love and support over the years.  I will not 

be leaving this church, it is my home, so I will see you around. 

Smiles 

Shelley Collins 
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